ENTRY INTO THE CHURCH - NOTES

Baptism marks the entry into the One Holy
Catholic and Apostolic Church of which the
Church of Ceylon is a part. Holy Baptism is full
initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s
Body, the Church, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. It is complete
sacramental initiation, into the  Christian
community commanded by Christ, given once-for-
life, and being a calling and gift of God is
unrepeatable and irrevocable (Rom. 11:29). Being
the one covenant (Eph. 4:4-6) applicable to persons
of any age on God’s own initiative and action, the
theology and ritual of Holy Baptism is common
both to infants and adults and expressed by a
common liturgical order.

Parents, spiritual parents and the local congregation
have a special responsibility to bring those who are
baptised on reaching an age of discernment before
the Bishop after sufficient instruction to renew their
baptismal promises, to publicly repent their sins,
and to make a personal commitment of faith, and
then by the laying on of hands by the Bishop to be
strengthened and confirmed with grace by the
stirring of the indwelling Holy Spirit already begun
in Baptism. At such a confirmation and at other
times the congregation too renews their baptismal
commitment which is also done when a baptised
person of another Christian communion is received
into the Church of Ceylon. These are all related to
the One Covenant made in Baptism.

Baptism, Confirmation and Reception should be
administered during the main public service on
a Sunday to involve the majority of the
congregation. The Constitution suggests that it is
specially suitable for candidates to be collected and
for baptisms to be done on the Easter Vigil,
Pentecost, Church of Ceylon Sunday (-closest to
July 08), All Saints Sunday, and the Sunday after
the Epiphany (-Jan 06) - Rule 1 Chapter 24.

The Liturgy of Baptism is used for both infants and
believers baptism after the sermon at a Holy
Encharist, in the full view of the congregation.
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Much extempore prayer and spontanity is
encouraged but the sequence should not be
changed: Hallowing of water, exhortation,
renunciation, declaration of faith, baptism and
welcome.

The number of spiritual parents, their qualifications
and the instruction to be given are stated in the
Constitution Chapter 24 Canon 9.

A threefold administration of water (whether by
immersion or dipping or pouring) is a very ancient
practice of the Church and is commended as
testifying to the faith of the Trinity in which the
candidates are Baptised. = The circumnabulation
round the Font three times has a similar symbolism
and in addition has the cultural symbolism of the
death of the old self being born again into the new
life of God the Trinity — the same ceremony at Sri
Lankan funerals.

The anointing with sacred chrism and laying hands,
the giving lighted tapers or clay lamps (preferably
from the Easter Candle), the vesting with a white
garment, and the epheta are optional symbolic
ceremonies signifying respectively the salvation in
the anointed Christ through the  Spirit,
enlightenment through Christ (Eph. 5:14), putting
on the purity of a Christian life clothed with power
from on high (Gal. 3:27; Acts 1:8), and hearing and
proclaiming the faith; which should not obscure the
symbolism of Baptism with water and the Holy
Spirit but should enrich the Liturgy. The thilaka (-
forehead mark) with sandalwood and salt paste
symbolic of God’s protection and the spreading
fragrance of a Christian example, the use of oil and
a ekel for protection and health (exorcism), the
water cutting for cleansing and rain, and the cutting
of a lock of hair at a first visit to a holy place, are
cultural ceremonies in Sri Lanka which too are
optional. If such ceremonies are used the
congregation needs to be edified as to their
Christian meaning.

It would be appropriate for the kiss of peace at the
welcome after the Baptism be demonstratably
exchanged between the President, newly initiated,
Spiritual parents, and the congregation. It is also
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appropriate for the lessons to be read by the
candidates or sponsors, a testimony and public
repentance to be given by an adult candidate, and
the bread and wine and/or milk-rice or honey and
curd (for later consumption by the congregation) be
presented by the newly initiated or their parents
and sponsors.
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The Confirmation candidates, clergy and Bishop arrive at the
main entrance. All stand. The Presbyter and the confirmation
candidates move to the font.

Bishop “In Samaria, the Spirit had not
come upon them; they had only
been baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John
laid their hands on them and they
received the Holy Spirit”. (Acts 8:

16 —17)
Silence
Leader Blessed be God.
Response  Blessed be God’s reign forever
Amen.

Candidates Having had instructions in the
faith we who have been baptized
as full members of the Church of
God, and now having come to an
age of reason, seek Holy
Confirmation and reception into
responsible membership of the
Church.

Bishop Sisters and brothers, by God’s
own initiative and grace in Christ,
through the sign of baptism and in
the power of the Holy Spirit we
become God’s people, the Church.
Today, of your own free will, you
will publicly renounce evil and
profess your faith in Christ and the
Holy Trinity and by the sign of the
laying on of hands and anointing
in Holy Confirmation; the Holy
Spirit is stirred within us to
strengthen us to a new life to be
witnesses of Christ’s Good News.
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Candidates We accept the offer of God’s
grace and for our own growth
within the Christian Community.

During the singing of the hymn, the candidates dip their
hands in the water in the Font and mark their fore heads
symbolically as a sign of their baptism(full admission to the
Church) to be strengthened today by Confirmation and
receiving Holy Communion with their sisters and brothers in
Christ.

Hymn

Lighting of the oil lamp
Invitation to Confession
Confession

Absolution
God who is merciful, faithful and just,
forgive us our sins, cleanse us from all
unrighteousness and renew us through
Jesus Christ our Saviour Amen. [1 John

1: 9]

Gloria
Collect for the day
Or

God of grace by the power of the Holy Spirit
you have given us new life in the waters of
baptism; strengthen us to live in righteousness
and true holiness, that we may grow into the
likeness of your Son Jesus Christ. Amen
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Ministry of the Word

secen 88

The Old Testament Lesson

Silence

This is the word of the Lord
Response Thanks be to God
Psalm
New Testament Lesson

Silence

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Hymn

The Gospel Acclamation (During Easter)

Hallelu Yah, Hallelu Yah.
(A suitable bible verse to be included)
Hallelu Yah. Hallelu Yah.

The Gospel
Listen to the Good News proclaimed in

All: Glory to Christ our Saviour

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ
All: Praise to Christ our Lord
Sermon
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Confirmation
The candidates and Clergy stand the congregation
takes their seats

Presenters Bishop ........ of ....... we
present theses candidates for
the laying on of hands.

You are now to be confirmed:
in love God will cloth you in a
new life; As a sign that you
are ready to commit yourself
in Faith to the service of
Christ and the Church after
having attained an age of
reason. | urge you and others
here present to declare your
Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Faith in which every
Christian is initiated into the
Universal Church, to love you
God with your very being, to
fight against the power of
evil, and to repent of all your
past lapses.

Bishop

Bishop Do you turn to Christ?

Response I turn to Christ

Bishop Do you repent of your sins?

Response I repent of my sins

Bishop Do you renounce evil?

Response I renounce evil

Bishop Will you obediently keep
God’s holy  will and
commandments and walk in
the same all the days of your
life?

Response I will, by God’s help
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The Affirmation of Faith
Bishop Do you believe and Trust in God the
Father, who made the world?

Response | believe and trust in God

Bishop Do you believe and trust in God the
Son, Jesus Christ, who redeemed
humankind?

Response | believe and trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ

Bishop Do you believe and trust in God the
Holy Spirit, who gives life to the
people of God?

Response | believe and trust in the Holy
Spirit

Bishop This is the faith of the Church

Response This is our faith. We believe and
trust in one God: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.

OR

| believe in God, the Father almighty
Creator of heaven and earth

| believe in Jesus Christ God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father,

and will come to judge the living and the dead

| believe in the Holy Spirit
the holy catholic Church
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the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

All kneel

Bishop Let us pray in silence, for
those who have declared
their commitment to Christ
and God’s Church

All pray in silence for the decent of the Holy Spirit on the
Candidates and a Hymn to the Holy Spirit is sung solemnly

Hymn (Invocation)

The Bishop and Clergy then stretch out their hands and
pray for those to be confirmed.

Defend, O Lord, these your children with your
heavenly grace, that they may continue yours
for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit
more and more, until they come to your
everlasting kingdom. Amen.

OR

Almighty and ever living God, by the water of
rebirth and the renewing power of your Holy Spirit
you freed your sons and daughters from sin and
gave them new life. Renew and increase in these
your servants, the Covenant you made with them in
baptism, and stir up the fullness of the same Spirit
within them the Spirit of wisdom and insight the
Spirit of counsel and power, the Spirit of knowledge
and of reverence for the Lord, so that they may
continue to be yours forever in the royal priesthood
of all believers and witness in their lives the fruits of
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
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Trustfullness, Gentleness and Self-Control, through
Jesus Christ our Saviour Amen.

The Bishop sits and then lay the right hand on each
candidate’s head and (may anoint with Chrism/olive
oil) saying the following or similar words

Bishop Servant of God, (Name) be
sealed and strengthened daily
with the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

The newly confirmed will now face the congregation

Bishop We present to you the newly

confirmed members of the

Body of Christ. (Hallelu Yah)
Congregation We welcome you into the
Fellowship of Christ’s
Church, as a fellow inheritor
with us of God’s reign and of
the royal priesthood of all
believers. Put on Christ, hear
God’s word, and live and
preach Christ. (Hallelu Yah !
Hallelu Yah'!)
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The Lay Oficers or the previous year’s confirmation
candidates will welcome the newly confirmed with a lighted
lamp lamp or beetel leaves.

Bells are rung and All applaud

Intercessions
A
Greeting of Peace

Hymn

Ministry of the Sacrament
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Appendix

OLD TESTAMENT
Exodus 3:1—-12 The call of Moses
Joshua 24:14 - 24 Choosing to serve God

Jeremiah 1:4 -8 The prophetic call
Jeremiah 31:31-34 The New Covenant

NEW TESTAMENT OR EPISTLE

Acts 2:14 - 47 The first Christians

(some verses may be omitted)

Romans 6:3-11 New lif in Christ

Romans 8:11 - 17 The Spirit adoption

Romans 12:1-13 Renewed service

1 Corin 12:3-12 Baptisted into one
Spirit into one body

Galatians 3:23 —29 Baptised into union
with Christ

Ephesians 4:1 -6 Baptism and Unity

Ephesians 6:10 —20 The armour of Christ

1 Peter 2:4-10 A chosen people

1 Peter 3:13 - 22 Baptism and Christian
living

GOSPEL

Mark 1:14 — 20 Christ’s invitation: but

response

The cost of discipleship

Christian service

The Spirit who lives in
us

Mark 10:35 - 45
John 13:3-17
John 14:15-21
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